
WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

 

Tough Truths: The Humble Will Be Exalted;
The Exalted Will Be Humbled

Thirteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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St. Paul’s Ev. Lutheran Church  |  Wisconsin Rapids, WI

September 4, 2022

Welcome To Worship
If you are a visitor to our church, we extend you a warm welcome. We are happy you are here. 
Please fill out a Connect Card to let us know how we might continue to serve you.

It’s encouraging to see parents bring their families to worship the Lord. If your child becomes 
restless, you can use the Family Room to calm them. Quiet bags and children’s bulletins are also 
available to keep little ones busy. Restrooms are located in the hallways along either side of the 
worship space. For those with special needs, large print copies of the service folder and listening 
devices are available from the ushers. One of our ushers can help you find these things and 
answer any other questions.

Service Notes For This Sunday
Everyone knows that humility is a positive trait and pride is a negative one. So, 
why bother talking about what we already know? Because in spite of that 
knowledge, we still helplessly fall into the trap of pride. We cannot help but 
think that our ascent to the exalted status we desire is our responsibility. We 
even take our exaltation into our own hands, either by treating poorly those we 
believe we can stand on top of or by showing favoritism to those we believe can 
provide us with upward mobility. 
Rather than minimizing pride as a sin that is common or harmless, Jesus’ words 

today confront us with this hard truth. Those who exalt themselves will be humbled by God. But 
Jesus also gives us the promise we need to be freed from pride’s trap. Our exaltation doesn’t 
need to be our responsibility because Jesus has already made it his. Those who humble 
themselves, Christ will exalt.
Today’s service includes a celebration of the Sacrament of Holy Communion. For personal 
preparation, consider using the Questions for Examination on page 10 of this service folder or 
Christian Questions on page 295 of the blue hymnal.  

Copyright Information
Setting Three from Christian Worship. Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New 
International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights 
reserved worldwide. Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. Created by Christian Worship: 
Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House. 
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The Service: Setting Three
Setting Three begins on page 188 of the blue hymnal.

Welcome

Hymn 766 Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service

Stand

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession
If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just 
    and will forgive us our sins 
    and purify us from all unrighteousness.
 
Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father, 
    I am sinful by nature 
        and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 
    I have not loved you with my whole heart; 
    I have not loved others as I should. 
        I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 
    But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 
        with his innocent suffering and death. 
    Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 
gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called 
servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and 
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 190

Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
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Glory to God in the Highest CW 191
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Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day
Let us pray. 
O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by your Holy Spirit to follow the example of your Son in 
true humility, that we may withstand the temptations of the devil and with pure hearts and 
minds avoid ungodly pride; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Be seated

First Reading Proverbs 25:6,7a

Solomon provides some common sense about humility and pride.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day 112A Light Dawns in the Darkness
The verses will alternate between pastor and congregation, as noted.

Blessed are those who / fear the LORD,
    who find great delight in / his commands.
Wealth and riches are in their / houses,
    and their righteousness endures for- / ever.   Refrain

Surely the righteous will never be / shaken;
    they will be remembered for- / ever.
Their hearts are secure, they will / have no fear;
    in the end they will look in triumph / on their foes.
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Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
    and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
    is now, and will be forever. / Amen.   Refrain
Text: The Holy Bible, English Standard Version.  © 2001 Crossway. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903
Music: © 2010 Kevin Hildebrand. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Second Reading James 2:1–13

Showing favoritism treats others with judgment; it also puts us at risk of receiving judgment 
from God.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand

Gospel Acclamation Luke 14:11
Please join to sing the Alleluias.

Pastor sings:
For all those who exalt themselves will be / humbled, 
and those who humble themselves will be ex- / alted.

 Refrain
Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Gospel Luke 14:1,7–14

Jesus promises good things for those who humble themselves.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
Be seated
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Children's Message

Hymn of the Day 729 Son of God, Eternal Savior

Sermon Love Plays No Favorites
 
Stand

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, 
seen and unseen.

 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. 
He suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures. 
He ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end.
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who in unity with the Father and the Son 

is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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Be seated

Connect Card
Please take a moment now to fill out a Connect Card.

10:30 – Reception of New Member: Ray Meister

Prayer of the Church
Each petition of the prayer will be prayed and then concluded in this way:
Lord, in your mercy, 
Hear our prayer.

The final petition of the prayer will be concluded in this way:
…who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.

Offering
Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him. If the gospel message has moved you to give and you would like an 
electronic option, you can scan this QR code with your mobile phone.  It will 
connect you with our website’s giving page.

Musical Offering

Questions for Examination 
† Do I believe that I am a sinner in need of forgiveness?
† Do I believe that Jesus died on the cross to win forgiveness for me?
† Do I believe that Jesus offers his true body and blood with the bread and wine in this sacrament?
† Do I believe this sacrament strengthens my faith and strengthens me to live a God-pleasing life?
† Am I a member of a church that belongs to the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) or 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS)? 
† If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please hold off on communing with us today. 

Following worship, one of the pastors would be happy to explain why we ask you to do this. 
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The Sacrament

Stand

Preface CW 199

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. 
Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 
holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that 
wherever two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock 
until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we 
praise your holy name and join their glorious song:
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Holy, Holy, Holy CW 200

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. 
Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of 
your creation. In mercy you planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us 
from sin.
 
We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and made 
his dwelling among us, that he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under law, 
that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death on a cross, that he has destroyed 
death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.
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Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase 
our faith, strengthen our fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will 
welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and honor and glory be to you, O God our 
Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins, 

as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 
now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution
Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat; this is my T body, which 
is given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.”
 
Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 
is my T blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do 
this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.



14

Lamb of God CW 202

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman. Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. 
Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 719903

Be seated

Distribution

Distribution Hymn 659 Jesus Christ, Our Blessed Savior
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Stand

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving-kindness you sent your Son to share 
our humanity. We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 
Sacrament. We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 
your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Blessing
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.

Hymn 767 Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us
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Take Home/Bible Study Questions
 
 1.     Further compare and contrast “liking” someone and “loving” someone. Consider what 

Jesus says in Luke 14:12-14. Some other questions to perhaps spur on discussion: 
a.     Why is this difference such a big deal? 

b.     What makes “liking” easy and “loving” difficult?

c.     “Liking” isn’t inherently sinful; still, where do we draw a line?

2.     Proverbs 25:6-7 may not hit home as easily because we don’t often find ourselves in the 
presence of royalty. Still, these verses are useful for us to consider. In what ways might we 
pridefully “stand in a place reserved for great people”?

3.     James 2:12 commands Christians: “Speak and act as those who are going to be judged by 
the law of freedom.” This verse leads to a few thoughts:
a.     Are Christians really going to be judged according to the law? Look at Matthew  

25:31-46 and James 2:17, 18, 24, 26. 

b.     Explain how the law can be freeing, because that seems to contradict much of what 
the Scriptures say. Consider James 2:8; John 13:34-35; and Romans 13:8-10.

4.     Here are two hymn verses from worship that drive home today’s focus. What stands out 
to you from these verses?
a.     729 v. 3 - As you, Lord, have lived for others, so may we for others live.

Freely have your gifts been granted; freely may your servants give.
Yours the gold and yours the silver, yours the wealth of land and sea;
we but stewards of your bounty held in solemn trust will be.

b.     766 v. 4 – Sent from worship as your servants, forth in your dear name we go,
to the child, the youth, the aged, love in living deeds to show;
hope and health, goodwill and comfort, counsel, aid, and peace we give,
that your servants, Lord, in freedom may your mercy know and live.
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News & Announcements

This Sunday’s Bible Study:
Sermon Deep Dive 

Join us in the cafeteria from 9:15 to 10:15 AM
For the google meet link, contact a pastor.

Family Bible Hour Returns Next Sunday Sept. 11 | 9:15-10:15 AM

Our entire church family is invited to grow in God’s Word on Sunday mornings. Starting next week 
our Family Bible Hour returns on Sundays from 9:15 to 10:15 am with classes for age 3-103.

Children from 3K-6th grade are invited to attend Sunday School. Along with activities and songs, 
they will learn the accounts and truths of the Bible tailored for their age. Classes are divided as 
follows: 3K-K, Gr. 1-3, Gr. 4-6. On the first day, the children can gather in the Welcome Center, and 
their teachers will lead them to their classrooms. 

7th and 8th graders are invited to attend Catechism Class, where they will study the basics of the 
Christian faith in preparation for confirmation. Classes meet in the Bible Study Room in the West Wing. 

Teens and adults are invited to the Sunday Bible Study. Next Sunday, the class begins a new study 
titled How the Christian Prepares for Death. We will look at what the Bible has to say about death, 
especially the death of a Christian. The study will also include practical discussions and plans you 
can make for your own funeral. 

Bring your whole family! If you have questions about any of these programs, please contact someone 
on our pastoral staff: Pastor Proeber, Pastor Plagenz, or Staff Minister Randy Pahl.

Special Offering Today Sept. 4

We are taking a special offering today for The Neighborhood Table (TNT) community meal. 
Your gifts will help TNT purchase ingredients for the meal they are serving later this week. You 
can place your donation in the plates in the Welcome Center.

Donations of store-bought cookies are also appreciated. Please bring them to church by 
Wednesday morning, Sept. 7. 

Advertise in NLHS Sports Program
Northland Lutheran High School is seeking advertisers for their annual sports program, which is 
produced by the NLHS Booster Club and distributed at all NLHS sporting events throughout the 
school year.  Pricing starts at only $50. Do you have a business that could advertise with them?  
Please contact Kristine Leonard at kristinesue.leonard@gmail.com or by phone: 715-470-7750.
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Celebrate our Joint Mission Sept. 8 | 6:30 PM

Share ideas, collaborate, and celebrate our joint mission as fellow believers at the Willing 
Workers meeting this Thursday, Sept. 8 at 6:30 pm. You will hear about the recent LWMS rally 
and look toward next year’s rally in La Crosse, learn more about our Dime and Dollar mission 
to Northland Lutheran High School, and enjoy some social time combined with dessert and 
beverages. Our sister congregations, Good Shepherd, The Word, and Divine Word, have also 
been invited, so come spend a relaxing and fun-filled evening with women from the three 
congregations.  

Help with the School Family Campout Sept. 7 | 6:30 PM

Our school is holding a family campout at Lake Dexter County Park on September 16-18.  
Volunteers are needed to help with planning the weekend. There will be Saturday evening 
church service in the covered pavilion, but other plans are yet to be determined. Dexter Lake is 
good for hiking, swimming, boating, and fishing, and Mr. Melso will bring paddle boards and 
kayaks to share. The main objective is just to spend time together as a school family and make 
some new friendships. If you would like to help make plans for other group activities, please 
contact Mr. Melso at prinicpal@stpaulswr.org.

The Song Book of the Bible
The psalms have been treasured by believers throughout the centuries for their 
depth of faith and beauty. This fall, you have two opportunities to explore the 
book of Psalms. The first is on Tuesday mornings at 9:45 am.  This is a women’s 
study and is currently meeting.  The second is on Wednesday evenings at 6:30 
pm.  This group will begin meeting on Sept. 7. Most psalms are stand alone and 
do not require previous knowledge to study, so if you jump in late or miss a 
couple of classes, you won’t be behind. Come explore the Psalms.

Special Prayers This Week:
 Dave & Ann Lepak will celebrate their 40th anniversary on Sept. 4
 Emily Klein & Seth Kroells were united in marriage on Saturday 
 Todd & Kay Ferkey’s daughter, Allison, will be married on Sept. 10
 One of our former childcare workers, Jenny Quick is experiencing heart problems  
 Dorothy Ubinger’s health is failing
 Betty Meyer is having health issues
 Jan Peronto’s niece’s husband passed away 
 For peace in Ukraine
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Calendar September 4-11

Sunday    8:00 AM Worship
9:15 AM Bible Study 

10:30 AM Worship 

Tuesday 6:45 AM Men’s Bible Study at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
9:45 AM Women Walking in the Word
6:30 PM Unified Board Meetings 

Wednesday 8:55 AM School Chapel Service
6:30 PM Bible Book Group in the Family Room
6:30 PM Foundations of the Christian Faith in the Resource Center

Thursday 7:00 AM Men’s Small Group at From the Ground Up Coffee Shop
6:30 PM Willing Workers in the cafeteria

 
Sunday    8:00 AM Worship

9:15 AM Bible Study
9:15 AM Catechism Class in the Bible Study Room
9:15 AM Sunday School for 3K thru 6th grade

10:30 AM Worship 

Attendance & Offering Report  
Last Week’s Attendance:  205
Anticipated offerings YTD: $  159,882
Actual offerings YTD:          $  117,110

Upcoming Events
Sept. 4 ~ Offering for the Neighborhood Table
Sept. 5 ~ Labor Day - Office Closed
Sept. 11 ~ Catechism Classes begin
Sept. 11 ~ Sunday School begins
Sept. 16-17 ~ School Family Campout
Sept. 24 ~ Homecoming at NLHS

 

SUNDAY BIBLE HOUR
9:15-10:15 AM

Bring the whole family!
In-person Sunday School 

for ages 3K-6th grade
Catechism for 7th-8th grade

Bible Study for 
teens and adults

Launch Date: Sept. 11
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www.stpaulswr.org

311 14th Ave S | Wisconsin Rapids, WI 54495 | 715-421-3634 | churchoffice@stpaulswr.org

Pastor Lucas Proeber  |  989-780-3184  |  pastorproeber@stpaulswr.org
Pastor Peter Plagenz  | 920-689-3036  | pastorplagenz@stpaulswr.org 


